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The Hypothesis in Historical Writing ""An Approach to the
Methodological Construction of the Thinking Historian™
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Abstract:

In recent decades, Arabic historical writing has witnessed a tremendous
abundance in its scientific output, whether in the form of scientific dissertations
from history departments or historical studies from research centers concerned with
this field, and the works published in scientific journals concerned with history,
which commends these departments and scientific centers. However, upon
scrutinizing the content of many of these scientific works, we find that they suffer
from: repetition, selectivity, superficiality of approach, and the absence of criticism.
This, in turn, obscures the ultimate goal of the specialist in this science, which is to
acquire "historical awareness"”, which makes him a thinker who participates in the
issues of his time and interacts with them. This is due to many reasons, at the
forefront of which is the methodology followed in historical writing that produces
this knowledge. This research paper poses the following research question to clarify
this scene: "To what degree is the importance of the hypothesis in historical writing
evident in the methodological formation of the thinking historian?" The main
objective of this article is to demonstrate the impact of the absence of consideration
of the "hypothesis" in historical studies, or the lack of attention to it, and that it
represents the core of the methodological problem in the positivist/methodological
school followed in most of these studies, and that it is time to benefit from another
procedural school that pays special attention to the hypothesis and the research
questions that branch out from it, which is the French Annales School and the
methodologies that have developed from it.

Keywords: Arabic historical writing, positivist school, Annales school,
hypothesis, thinker historian.
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