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The Hypothesis in Historical Writing ""An Approach to the
Methodological Construction of the Thinking Historian™

Prof. Abdulrahman b. Abdullah Al-Ahmari
University of King Saud, Riyadh
aalahmri@ksu.edu.sa

(Received: 12/ 09/ 1446 H; Accepted for publication: 27/ 10/ 1446 H)

Abstract:

In recent decades, Arabic historical writing has witnessed a tremendous
abundance in its scientific output, whether in the form of scientific dissertations
from history departments or historical studies from research centers concerned with
this field, and the works published in scientific journals concerned with history,
which commends these departments and scientific centers. However, upon
scrutinizing the content of many of these scientific works, we find that they suffer
from: repetition, selectivity, superficiality of approach, and the absence of criticism.
This, in turn, obscures the ultimate goal of the specialist in this science, which is to
acquire "historical awareness"”, which makes him a thinker who participates in the
issues of his time and interacts with them. This is due to many reasons, at the
forefront of which is the methodology followed in historical writing that produces
this knowledge. This research paper poses the following research question to clarify
this scene: "To what degree is the importance of the hypothesis in historical writing
evident in the methodological formation of the thinking historian?" The main
objective of this article is to demonstrate the impact of the absence of consideration
of the "hypothesis" in historical studies, or the lack of attention to it, and that it
represents the core of the methodological problem in the positivist/methodological
school followed in most of these studies, and that it is time to benefit from another
procedural school that pays special attention to the hypothesis and the research
questions that branch out from it, which is the French Annales School and the
methodologies that have developed from it.

Keywords: Arabic historical writing, positivist school, Annales school,
hypothesis, thinker historian.
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Architectural styles of Hejaz village houses through traveler books
“Basically and furnishing”

Prof. Amaal Ramadan Abdel Hamid Siddiq

Islamic University of Minnesota, United States
amalojl123@gmail.com

(Received: 6/ 04/ 1446 H; Accepted for publication: 30/ 10/ 1446 H)

Abstract:

The research studies and analyzes the architectural styles of Hejaz village
houses through Hejaz travel and exploratory books in the time period 923 - 1334
AH/ 1517 - 1916 AD "

The study aims to identify the different architectural styles of the houses of
the Hejaz village, and how the people were able to benefit from the data of the local
environment in establishing their homes according to their financial capabilities and
the nature of their geographical lands, so they benefited in constructing, establishing,
furnishing and building from sand, clay, stone, lime, tree trunks, palm fronds, camel
and goat hair. And sheep’s wool, they built architectural elements that meet the
requirements of living, such as rooms, a storeroom, a courtyard, a kitchen, a barn for
livestock, or a coop for poultry They chose simple furniture that was in harmony
with the nature of the building and their traditions and customs.

Keywords: Gazia village houses, site characteristics, building materials and
elements, furniture.
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Cases of surface water sources in the highlands of the western
Sana'a Mountains

“Tales from the elderly narrated”
(An ethnoarchaeological study)

Dr. Muhammad Dhafran Abdullah Al-Bokeer
University of Sanaa, yemen

Mbkyr194@gmail.com
(Received: 2/ 9/ 1446 H; Accepted for publication: 26/ 1/ 1447 H)

Abstract:

The study focused on documenting and recording cognitive information about cases of
surface water sources collected from seasonal rainwater in the highlands of the western Sana'a
Mountains, which targeted the elderly in the Ghuyul communities, and recording their
concepts and theories that they inherited from their fathers and grandfathers, as a cumulative
balance resulting from centuries of experience, which showed that the people of the highlands
were familiar with the nature of the climate and topography of the highlands and the
composition of their rocky geology, and were distinguished in knowing the movement of
water and monitoring the places of its harvest as well as the sites of its detention for the
purpose of benefiting from it..

The study included three main sections, the first of which dealt with surface water
conditions, and focused on mentioning the characteristics of water conditions and their
progression from the nature of the climate to the water sinking into the ground, and the focus
was on the terms and names that expressed water conditions, the second section shed light on
surface water sources and identifying their locations and classifying their settlement sites in
the mountainous highlands, the third section focused on mentioning the means, methods and
techniques that the Ghayul communities invented in harvesting surface water sources and how
to reserve and benefit from them.

The study relied on the qualitative inductive approach that targeted the elderly in
Ghayul communities, and used the unstructured interview program and asked questions in
direct ways, and opened the field of freedom in dialogue and managing the discussion, and
recording, analyzing and describing information using the descriptive approach, and one of
the most important results is that the Ghayul communities in the mountainous highlands
region of the Sana'a Basin were not guided to invent artificial Ghayul systems and know the
locations of their water sources, except when they studied the nature of the land and its
topography and their knowledge of water conditions and their sequence.

Keywords: Surface water, yield, ghail, mountains, harvest.
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New insights on AL-Dhafeef inscription(10)
Abdullah b. Saeed Ali Al-Qahtani
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Abstract:

The city of Jurash played an important role in civilization, as it was one of the
most important cities for commercial caravans, during the pre-Christian era and
continuing into the later Islamic centuries. In this research, a historical and
geographical overview of the city of Jurash was reviewed, then the light was shed on
the inscription called (AL-Dhafeef 10). This inscription dates back to approximately
the third quarter of the third century AD, the era in which King (Nashakarb
Yahaman Yahrab (the second) bin Ail Sharh Yahdhab, King of Saba and Dhu
Raydan), the last ruler of the Sabaean Kingdom, ruled. The ancient name of the city
of Jurash was also identified, as well as the approximate time period of the city’s
establishment. Then, the research, through the inscriptions, deduces the political
situations of the most important events in the time period from the second century to
the middle of the third century AD and their impact on the city of Jurash, and
touches on some of the words mentioned by the reader of the inscription through
research in religious sources and Arab heritage. Among the most important results
of the research: identifying the ancient name of the city before it became known as
(Jurash), which is (Bisha Castle), as well as the antiquity of the city’s establishment
before it was entered by the people of Jurash.

Keywords: Jurash, Bisha Castle, Kingdom of Saba, Yemaniiah.
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