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Abstract:

This research examines the old market in Dhamar city as a model of traditional
Yemeni market architecture during the Islamic era, through a study of its origins, historical
development, urban layout, and functional organization. The problem addresses the ambiguity
surrounding the market's history and the role of Islamic architecture jurisprudence in its
regulation and spatial planning. The significance of the market lies in its being a vital heritage
urban component within the fabric of the old city, which has not been previously studied from
an archaeological and civilizational perspective. The research adopts a historical methodology
and an archaeological approach based on fieldwork, architectural description, and analysis,
aiming to document the market and provide an architectural and functional interpretation that
could contribute to preservation, rehabilitation, and sustainability efforts for this heritage. The
study reveals that the traditional market in Dhamar was not merely a place for commercial
exchange but an integrated economic, social, and political institution, as well as a medium of
communication for the ruling authority. The market reflects an urban configuration
characteristic of ancient Islamic cities in Yemen, resembling in its layout and commercial
functions the historic markets of Sanaa, Ibb, and Zabid. characterized by its central location
and functional interconnection with other parts of the city. The organization and spatial
distribution of specialized markets reflected jurisprudential principles based on the concepts
of "preventing harm" and "enjoining good,” and were linked to a precise hierarchical
administrative system. The wagf (endowment) system played a significant role in the market's
continuity and survival. Nevertheless, it faces urban and functional challenges that require
interventions to preserve, rehabilitate, and reactivate it as a vital heritage and economic
element in the city, ensuring its sustainability.

Keywords: Old Market, Dhamar City, Islamic Markets, Architectural Jurisprudence,
Urban Heritage.
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