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Qaynan the god of Hasa’um
In the light of South Arabian inscriptions
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Abstract:

This paper investigates the identity of “Qaynan, the deity of Hasa’'um” through
ancient South Arabian inscriptions, as they are the only source in which this pre-
Islamic god is mentioned. The paper also discusses and attempts to determine the
meaning of the name and the status of the deity "Qaynan" in ancient Yemeni
religion, explaining his most prominent features and characteristics. Additionally,
the research identifies other deities associated with him, traces the religious
buildings dedicated to him, and examines the rituals performed in his virtue.
Furthermore, the paper identifies the peoples, families, and tribes that worshipped
Qaynan, particularly the tribe of Hasa’ um.

Keywords: Qaynan, Hasa’um, 'lhan, Shibam Subhaym, Yemen, pilgrimage.
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Bash = Cl?,i Py e
CIH = Corpus Inscriptionum semiticarum. Pars Quarta, inscriptions himyariticas et
sabaeas Continens. 3 Vols. Paris, 1889- 1932.
Gl = Inscriptions from E. Glaser Collection.

Gr = Corpus de P.A. Grjaznevic.

RES = Répertoire d’épigraphie Sémitique: Publi¢ par la commission du corpus
Inscriptionum semiticarum (Academie des Inscriptions et Belles- Lettres) Tome V-
VII, Paris, 1929, 1935, 1950.
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